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The position about swadeshi is the same. Even in this matter,
the brothers and sisters of Bardoli taluka have not done all they
should have done. You are not yet in a position to produce all
the khadi you require for yourselves. You still do not have as
many handlooms as you require for weaving the khadi you need.
All die sisters of Bardoli have not yet taken a vow to spin daily
for a minimum of two or three or four hours and produce yarn
which is good and can be used in weaving, and to get it woven.
Certainly more spinning-wheels are plying in Bardoli taluka
today than fifteen days or a month ago and it is also true that
more yarn is being produced, but this is not enough. If you want
to get credit for securing swaraj for the whole of India, if you
wish to save the honour of Bardoli, you will have to spin in your
taluka more yarn, and of finer quality, than you are doing at
present.
I believe that you do feel that the Hindus, the Muslims, the
Pa,rsis and the Christians are all brothers, though I know that all
taint has not yet left the minds of the Hindus and the Muslims. The
smaller communities still do not have a sense of security. The fear
of Hindu-Muslim friendship has not disappeared from the minds
of minorities like the Parsis, the Christians and others. Swaraj
necessarily means the rule of the majority. If, however, a large
mass of people get more power and misuse their increased power,
that will not be swaraj, that will be oppression or tyranny. If
that happens, the tyrants are sure to be destroyed. What is hap-
pening in the country today is quite the opposite of this. A hand-
ful of men are tyrannizing over crores. The tyranny of the Eng-
lish, however, is bearable. When a handful of Englishmen tyran-
nize over crores of Indians, then these crores also co-operate to
make that tyranny -possible. If we had power in our hands, I
do not think that we, too, would not oppress small and weak com-
munities exactly as the British oppress us.
If a handfiii of people want to rule over crores, they can either
do so through terror or by oppression, or else they may live as
fakirs and control things as well as they can. But to become such
fakirs requires a philanthropic instinct and selflessness. In their
absence, a few can impose their rule on the many only by resort-
ing to wickedness.
The British Empire has at the present time fallen a prey to
greed and avarice. It was greed which brought it here. The
East India Company was drawn here by its greed. After coming
here, it saw that trade could not be carried on without political
power. It saw here mines of gold and silver, namely our bodies